Francis, U.K.) for launch at the GEIG conference to take place June 18-23, 2012, La Rochelle, France.
The Prague conference keynote talk was provided by Sheila Abed, Chair of the Commission on Environmental Law of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN). She traced possible conflicts and similarities between human rights law and the protection of indigenous peoples, with health being a major focus. The thread of Indigenous Peoples' rights was also stressed by Brad Morse and Valentina Vadi, describing some of the great lessons that may be learned from indigenous knowledge. Current difficulties present in human rights regimes were discussed by Kathleen Mahoney and Laura Westra, explicating mechanisms for focusing on the right to health. Several papers stressed the need for reform in global governance and legal regimes, especially those papers by Klaus Bosselmann, Ulrich Grober, Michael Schröter, Prue Taylor, Louis Kotzé, Sheila Collins, Geoff Garver, Megan Mitchell, and Kathryn Kintzele.
The implications for health and civilization of climate change were discussed by Donald Brown, Konrad Ott and Christian Baatz, Patricia Quillack, Ottavio Quirico and Antonio D'Aloia. Water issues were addressed by Joe Dellapenna, Owen McIntyre, Ruth Irwin and Anel du Plessis as foundational to civilization, health and well-being. Public health and ecological integrity were the focus of papers presented by Paul Carrick, Alex Lautensach, Colin Soskolne, Joseph Sejek, Jack Manno, William Onziwu, Don Spady, John Quinn, Vladimir Bencko, and Thomas Zeleny. The paper by Brunetto Chiarelli provided controversy in its emphasis on using technology to cope with increasing ecological stresses.
Several other papers provided a novel focus for our group. These included traditional medicine (Christina Rautenbach); alternative notions for the definition of health (Jan Payne), women's health issues (Yulia Lyamzina); migrant health problems (Helena Hnilicova); biodiversity (Carijn Beumer); agricultural issues (Franz-Theo Gottwald), vaccination in the control of infectious diseases (Rastislav Mad'ar), and fisheries (Mimi Lam). These were discussed in relation to their direct and indirect public health dimensions.
The broad range of presentations and the inter-disciplinary nature of this event represented the best of GEIG conferences. The challenge now remains to compile a volume for Earthscan publishers (Taylor and Francis, UK) that will do GEIG proud, serving the world in helping to guide us to a sustainable future, for both present and future generations.
